
NEXT ARTICE

JANUARY  2018

 THE BUILDING AT WILL ROGERS HIGH SCHOOL
Several months ago, the Tulsa World had an article about the beauty, inside and 

outside, of the building at Will Rogers High School.  It made me think.  Did I recognize 
the beauty of the school when I attended?  Probably not fully. 

Rogers, one of the most iconic art deco structures in Tulsa, was recently named in 
a list of "The Most Beautiful High Schools in Every State in America" by Architectural 
Digest. It comes ten years after the high school was named to the National Registry of 
Historical Places and seventy-fve years after it was featured in Time and Life magazines
as the house of "progressive education".  Rogers is a Tulsa treasure.  It is just as 
beautiful today as it was when we went to school there.

By the mid-1930s, the City had
outgrown Tulsa Central High School,
where there were more than 5000
students.  So the Public Schools put in
a plan to open two schools, one on the
west and one on the east of downtown.
Webster on the west, was opened in
1938.  Rogers opened in 1939 with 1504
students.  They did not know it at the
time, but those students went to classes
in what would become one of the most
celebrated school buildings in the
country over the next 78 years.



The school was designed by a group of fve architects including Arthur Atkinson, 
Leon Senter, Joseph Koberling, John Sand and Alexander Rindskopf.  There have been few
changes through the years.

When you walk through the halls these days, you will see the original fxtures.  You
will see the original design.  The legacy of the school is very strong.  People who went to
school here feel a very special appreciation.  The structure is very sound.  The 
appropriate upgrades and repairs have maintained the beauty of the school,  Even though
the building is approaching 80 years old, it is still in fabulous condition.  Of course, 
modern conveniences have been added over the years. The ceilings in some offces and 
classrooms have been lowered.  The original blackboards are no longer used.  The old 
school clock and public address system have been replaced, although the originals have 
been saved in storage. The original telephone operator's board is no longer needed but 
has also been saved.  The school has been able to maintain the colors of the classrooms 
and tiles in different parts of the building.  They used more stimulating colors for the 
science rooms and the library.

As education funding continues to be cut, the foundation works to fnd additional 
revenue so that it can do many of the jobs that have been cut.  There are just four 
custodians at the school and maintenance crews throughout TPS. The school seldom has 
to repair anything that has been done to the school by the students.  The kids today 
seem to appreciate what they have.  What they have is a real treasure.

                                                           Presented by Bill and Thressa Northcutt

A NEW LOOK FOR YOUR NEWSLETTER !

Beginning with this issue the newsletters will be printed on regular 8.5 x 11 
paper.  There are several reasons for this.  One of them (and probably the biggest
reason) is that they can be printed in duplex form.  My printers can automatically 
print two sided sheets on regular letter size paper but not on legal size paper.  In
the past (with the legal size paper) I would have to print one side, then turn them
over and print the other side.

    The problem with this method is that after the frst side had been printed, 
the paper isn't slick anymore and quite often several were some times pulled 
through the printer at one time.  There was as much as fve to ten percent waste 
using this method.  I frst started printing our neighborhood association newsletter 
this way and last time there was 0% waste.  Now instead of having to collate the 
sheets by hand, they come out of the printers ready to staple and fold.  A great 
time saver.  This smaller size also makes a much nicer mailing piece when folded. 



What's 110 years old and still going strong?

Ike's Chili – That's what!  I am sure that we all
remember Ike's Chili, and I am willing to bet that at least
90% of us have eaten there in our younger years.  Those of
us who are still in T-Town probably go there once in a while
now.  After all these years, the recipe still remains a secret. 
There were other restaurants with there own “secret”
recipes.  Penningtons's black bottom pie, Saint Michael's
Alley's white chili, and Bishop”s brown derby to name a few.

In 1908 Ike Johnson and his nephew Ivan Johnson purchased the Robert Morris 
restaurant.  Within months they move to the Second Street and Boston Avenue.  There 
were to be two more moves before Ike Johnson's death in 1928.  The frst into a building 
at 312 South Main Street in 1913.  Then in 1925 the business was moved to 20 West 
Third Street across from the Rialto Theater.

For the most part, the next locations opened
were operated by family members.  One was at
2413 East Admiral Place and opened in 1950.  It
closed in 1981.  I know that some of us have 
eaten there, I have.  In 1959 the Third Street
location is forced to close to make way for the
Piccadilly Cafeteria, which is no longer there.  
One that I remember well was located at 3533
South Harvard.  It opened in 1960 and closed in 
1977.  It was only about three blocks from our 
house at that time and we ate there often.

There were several more stores opened and
closed in the following years, a couple of them only
lasting a year, and some more successful ones that remained open for many years.  Fast 
forward to the present time.  In 2014 Ike's Chili House which had been located at 5941 
East Admiral Place moves to 1503 East 11th Street and is operated by Len Wade who is 

married to Debbie, a stepdaughter of Zurn 
Johnson.  It may be a long stretch through 
several generations, but there is still a Johnson 
involved (kinda).  Writing this has made me want
to go get some Ike's three way chili.



IN MEMORIUM

 
               Teddy Dorrough

  Bettye Brooks

            Bill Finley

RESPONSES RECEIVED BY MAIL

From Joe Devasher: “ Warren,
Thanks for the 2017 Newsletter hard copy.  We (class of 50) lost our
Newsletter when Mrs. Marjorie (Anderson) Lee passed away.  You guys 
are doing amazing work.  Keep it coming.  Regards, Joe Devasher 
(class of 50).  Donation enclosed.” ( Thank you, Joe, for he kind words. 
We enjoy putting this Newsletter together and are grateful for the 
input we receive from our readers.  Also, thank you for the donation.  
It is the donations that keep us in paper, ink, stamps.)

Al Banner sent us a postcard with his new address and the following: 
“Thanks I enjoy the Newsletter. Great Job.” (Thanks for the compliment 

on the Newsletter.  Your new address is listed in the “New Addresses” section 
a little farther down in this Newsletter.) 

Sally Anderson Staton sends the following:  “Enclosed is a contribution 
to help with the cost of publishing your wonderful newsletter.  Keep up 
the good work.  You and your team do an excellent job.” (Thank you, Sally 
for both the complements and the fne donation to help with the publishing )



RESPONSES RECEIVED BY E-MAIL

From Joyce (Galimore) Gatz:  “Wonderful newsletter!  Brought back many 
memories of my youth”. (Glad you enjoyed it, Joyce.  We try to always 
include something from the time we all were young in Tulsa.)

 “My name is Rachel Knight my late Mother was Bettye Brooks. She was in the Will
Rogers high class of 52.  In the latest newsletter you had a picture with her in an Education 
class.  My dad and I would like a copy of it.  We don't have any pictures of high school.”  
(Pictures have been mailed to Rachel.)

         Tom McComb sent us this picture:  “Hi Warren, Came across this 
recently. How many can you recognize and name?  Miss Wall’s Boys Glee 
Club, Woodrow Wilson Jr. High, 1949. Might be fun space fller in a Round
Up issue. Bob Carruthers is going to submit it to the Central newsletter.  
Cheers, Tom  (Thanks for this great picture. It is really in good shape 
considering how long you have had it.)



RESPONSES RECEIVED BY PHONE

I had a nice phone visit with Bill Todd a few days after 
the Newsletter went out.  One of the things he called

 about was to get Jack Slankard's phone number. After we 
had talked for a little while on his land line, his cell phone 
rang.  Guess what, it was Jack calling him.  So he relayed
a few hellos back and fourth between us.  Then I said 
goodbye so that he and Jack could talk.

I also had a call from long time friend, classmate, and best man at our 
wedding 59 years ago, Jerry Yeager.  He was calling in regard to the
picture of Sipes store in the last newsletter.  He said that the shelving in 
the foreground with all of the items on it was put there and maintained by 
his family's company, Yeager Wholesale, and that the man at the very right 
side of the picture was his uncle. (Small world we live in.) 

DONATIONS
 Your donations make it possible to keep sending these newsletters.  This time we received 
donations from Joe Devasher and Sally (Anderson) Staton  

The offer still stands.  For any donation of $10.00 or more we will send you a copy of our 
most up to date list of classmates with names, addresses, phone numbers, and email addresses, 
when available.

RECENT LOST CLASSMATES

 Undeliverable newsletters returned without a forwarding address.

Wayne Bagby

Jerry Phister Hendrickson

Bill McCoy

Joe Lewis Wilkins

ADDRESS CHANGES

Al Banner 2250 N. Broadway   Spc 51
Escondido, CA  92026-1451

JUST A REMINDER
We here in the newsletter committee would still like to have any stories or 

pictures that you would like to share with your fellow classmates.  



MYSTERY PICTURE

This is a picture of an historic sign that was refurbished a few years ago and at the 
time of this picture was in the process of being installed in it's new home.  What 
company name was on the sign and where was it previously located?

IN CLOSING. 

Winter is here again and in Tulsa, we have had our frst snow.  It wasn't much of a 
snow and since the ground was still warm, the streets were mainly just wet with only a 
few icy spots.  This picture is of the pond
across the street from our house.  It has 
a nice walking path around it, and three
times around makes one mile.

We hope everyone had a nice holiday
season and got to spend time with their
loved ones.  We will continue to do our
best to keep these publications coming 
your way in 2018. 

Your Newsletter Gang

    And Will Rogers says:

        “Every city should have one street away out 
where it won’t interfere with business or traffc, 
call it Parade Street, then let any organization go 
there and march till they dropped. Do that and see 
how big an audience they can draw”.  — March 17, 
1929



 


